The Hague, 29th July

Dear pilgrims,

On behalf of CMC Mensen met een Missie (that is: People with a Mission) I feel honoured that I may speak on this special occasion: the start of the Amen Ethiopia Pilgrimage of Hope. You are about to undertake a courageous trip and we are glad that we can support this unique journey. 
In the past, lies the future

 “In the past, lies the future”. When this is only true for a small bit, Ethiopia has indeed a bright future. Ethiopia is the cradle of mankind and civilisation. Ethiopia is the heir of an ancient spiritual culture. Ethiopia’s  ancestors were devout Christians at a time when we Europeans were still pagans. This rich culture and tradition provides Ethiopia with a unique starting point to enter the third Millennium. It also provides this Journey of Hope a good starting point as all Ethiopians share this same rich heritage.
The spirit of togetherness

CMC People with a Mission is a catholic missionary development organisation. We support local faith-based partner-organisations. We are committed to work for a better world through faith in liberation and missionary endeavors aimed at peace and reconciliation. In an eucomenical  cooperation with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church we support Joachim Persoon, one of the pilgrims, on his work at the Holy Trinity College in Addis Ababa. It is important to hear from him that he does not feel any contradiction between the Orthodox orientation and the aims and aspirations of CMC. Consequently, it is important to realize that there is more that unites people together then that divides people apart. I therefore wish that the Journey of Hope will raise a spirit of togetherness in Ethiopia.
New flower
Today the pilgrims of hope will depart with Addis Ababa as the final  goal. I am told that in Amharic Addis Ababa means ‘new flower’. New flowers are easily associated with spring, with new life, with hope for a better future. I cannot think of a better destination for a pilgrimage of hope.  

Seventeen people take part in the Journey of Hope. But we must realize that, in a way, we are all pilgrims of hope. We share a religious belief in a better world. From this vision we all have an mission (you may as wel say a Journey of Hope) to accomplish. 
I would like to present mr Petros Berga a bouquet of flowers for all pilgrims that take part in the Journey of Hope to the city called ‘new flower’.  To keep the spirit of hope alive by you all, I would like to invite you to take a bag of flower seeds with you on your own Journey of Hope. 
I wish these flowers may blossom as a sign of hope. 

Bon voyage and may God be with you.
Paul van Eck,

CMC People with a mission
